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1 Corinthians 12:1-11            “Be Good Stewards of your Spiritual Gifts”      Pastor Jeff Sonntag 

                   January 20th 2013 

Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2 You know that when you were 

pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I tell you that no one 

who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the 

Holy Spirit. 
4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same 

Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through 

the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to 

another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous 

powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds 

of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same 

Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.  (1 Corinthians 12:1-11) 

 

Introduction 

You turn on your Television and hear the report, “A huge storm is heading our way.  This storm will drop tons 

of snow, bring frigid temperatures, and gusty winds.  Prepare for the wintry weather.”  You wonder to yourself 

if the words of the forecaster will really come true, but either way, you are pretty confident you are prepared. 

And then the storm hits.  Snowflakes fall from the sky at an alarming rate.  The temperature reading on your 

thermometer plummets and the winds begin whipping all around.  And then all of a sudden, your house once 

lit with overhead lights is filled with darkness.  The power is out.  So you feel your way down the hall trying to 

find where you left your flashlight.  Finally you find the flashlight, pick it up, turn on the switch and wait.  

Nothing happens.  You forgot to put the new batteries in the flashlight.  There is no energy to power the bulb.  

And so there you sit in darkness, trying to think of a new plan. 

And flashlights aren’t the only things that need energy to power them.  During this wintry season, especially 

this year as the flu virus seems to running wild, it is easy for our bodies to feel tired, worn out, and drained of 

all energy. Our bodies just shut down unable unwilling or able to do basic tasks.   

But do we ever get tired, worn out, and drained spiritually?  Do we ever find ourselves lacking the energy or 

motivation to live God-pleasing lives, to fight off the temptations of Satan, to use the spiritual gifts God has 

given us?  This morning, we begin a 3 week Sermon Series based on the words of 1st Corinthians chapters 12 

and 13.  In these chapters Paul reminds and encourages us to be good stewards of the gifts God has given us. 

So this morning join me in praying to our God for energy and strength to be good stewards of  our spiritual 

gifts.  Pray with me, Lord, Energize me!  Because you changed me and because you gifted me!   

Part 1:  Because You changed me! 

In many senses, the city Corinth was the most prominent city in Greece at the time.  It sat on a thin piece of 

land called an isthmus, with two large bodies of water on either side of the city.  However unlike Panama, 

another isthmus,  ancient Corinth did not have a canal to connect the two bodies of water.   

So everything had to be transported from one body of water to the other on land.  And that meant merchants 

and traders, travelers and soldiers were always passing through the heart of the city.  Because Corinth was 

positioned at this major crossroads, its economy thrived.   
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But as is the case with so many large, commercial cities, Corinth was also a center for open and unbridled 

immorality.  Corinth was famous world-wide for its temple to the goddess of love, Aphrodite, and the 1,000 

sacred prostitutes that worked there.  Sexual immorality was so engrained in Corinthian society that the Greek 

phrase “to Corinthianize” simply meant to commit sexual immorality. 

So you can imagine all the temptations, struggles and questions these new believers in Corinth faced.  As they 

tried to live God pleasing lives and put their faith into action in such hostile conditions they need 

encouragement, they needed instruction, they needed to be energized.    

So their founding pastor, the Apostle Paul wrote them this letter to do just that.  “Now about spiritual 

gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other 

you were influenced and led astray to mute idols.  Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the 

Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.” 

Paul goes back to the beginning, to the time before they were Christians.  Paul reminds the Corinthians how 

they used to act and live.  They used to be pagans, those who worshiped and followed the idols of this world.  

Those who prayed to and sought answers from worthless man-made objects.  They wandered from worthless 

idol to worthless idol but were always spiritually lost, always unable to find the true God. 

Unlike those Corinthian believers, many us here today have been Christians for most of our lives.  For many of 

us, we were brought into God’s kingdom through baptism at a very young age.  But just like those Corinthians, 

there was a time when we too were lost, when we were led astray spiritually and followed the things of this 

world.  At our birth each of us was spiritually powerless and unable to find God or know him.   

But God reached out to us and changed us.  He reached out to us in the waters of baptism and sent his Holy 

Spirit into our hearts.  He pulled us from the darkness of unbelief and created faith in our hearts.  He changed 

us from lost wanderers to confident confessors.  Now you and I can confess with our mouths what we believe 

in our hearts, that Jesus is our Light and Our Salvation.  That he died and rose to Save us.  That he is our path 

to heaven.   

Part 2:  Because You gifted me! 

But God’s grace and love to us did not stop there.  He not only pulled us out of the darkness of unbelief, he 

not only brought us to faith, he not only saved us, but he also blessed each of us with spiritual gifts.  Our text 

goes on to say.   

“ There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same 

Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.” 

What is the first thing that catches your attention when you hear these words?  One thing that is quite 

apparent is the wide variety of gifts that God gives to his people.  But something else sticks out.  You can’t help 

but notice the clear reference to the Trinity.  All three persons of the God-head, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

are involved in the distribution of these spiritual gifts. 

In verses 8-11 of our text Paul goes on to list of some of the specific spiritual gifts that the believers in Corinth 

possessed.  This list isn’t exhaustive or exclusive, but Paul’s purpose is to remind believers how blessed we are.  

That God has given each of us different and yet important spiritual gifts.  Listen to some of the gifts that were 

present in the church in Corinth. 
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 8 To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by 

means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one 

Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to 

another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these 

are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 

So dear Christian, fellow believer, what spiritual gifts do you have?  What gifts has the Holy Spirit determined 

to give you?  Maybe you have some of the same ones that the believers in Corinth had, maybe not.  Maybe 

some of your spiritual gifts are natural talents God has given you that the Holy Spirit now employs in the 

service of Christ and his church.   

Maybe you’re gifted with a caring heart or the ability to teach.  Maybe you’re gifted with a joyful attitude or 

the ability to patiently listen.  Maybe you have a creative mind or are good with numbers and finances.  

Maybe you have special gifts in music or are extremely energetic.  Maybe you are blessed with a servants 

attitude or are good at comforting the sick and hurting.  Maybe you are good with children or sharing Jesus 

with others.  I may not know all the spiritual gifts God has blessed you personally with, but I do know that he 

has given them to you.   

And he has given them to you and me with for a specific purpose.  He doesn’t want us to let them go to waste.  

He doesn’t want us to use them for selfish profit or glory.  God wants us to use these spiritual gifts to benefit 

our fellow believers.  And when we do that, we also bring him glory.  Verse 7 says,  “7 Now to each one the 

manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” 

As you leave this church today and go out into a hostile world, don’t let the temptations of Satan and your 

sinful flesh keep you from using your spiritual gifts.  Evaluate the talents, abilities and opportunities God has 

given you and be a good steward of them.  Look for ways to use these gifts to help your fellow believers and 

bring glory to God.   

And when you get wearied, tired, and worn out, look to your gracious God and let him energize you with his 

Word and Sacraments.  Find power in his gracious Word of Light that has called you out of the darkness of 

unbelief and made you his child.           


